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Tue Oricin or CurisTIANITY ; OR 
TRUTH DRAWN FRoM FABLEs. 
Cuarter II. 

(The Apocalypse concluded. ) 

In chap. xix. we read, “ His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his 
head were many crowns.” And in 
chap. ii. “And I will give him the 
morning star.” Star is taken in its 
strict sense, and means the sun, and 
nota planet. His antagonist Satan, 
the Devil, is called Apollyon: this 
is his mystical or cabalistic name, 
and his number is 666. Now, Apoll- 
yon signifies the dark, the one that 
is deprived of light. Titan was, af- 
ter the most ancient Greek ortho- 
graphy, written Teitan, and after the 
introduction of the long words it was 
spelt Tyrav, and always pronounced 
Titan. It is useless to add, that Ti- 
tan was the brother of Saturn, whom 
he vanquished, having afterwards 
been overcome himself by Jupiter. 
Titan in Greek means privation, and 
Titan is the dark, or winter. So that 
Satan, the Devil, the Antichrist, are 
nothing more than Typhon, Titan, 
Ahriman, or the winter sun. 

The explanation will be complete 
if we attend to the character of the 
mother of Jesus Christ, the Lamb, 
or the sun in Aries. We shall do 
little more than make a faithful ex- 
tract of chap. xii. of the Apocalypse. 
It hardly stands in need of a com- 
mentary—it speaks foritself. A wo- 
man clothed with the sun, and the 


moon under her &e eee is Isis re- 
presented) and on her head a 
crown of 12 stars, is in danger of 
having her child, as soon as born, de- 
voured by a great red dragon, having 
7 heads and 10 horns. She brings 
forth a man child, who is to rule all 
nations with a rgd of iron; and her 
child was caughf up unto God and to 
his throne. She went into the wil- 
derness, where she had a place pre- 
pared for her of God, that they should 
feed her for 1260 days. Michael 
fights the Dragon, or the Great Ser- 
pent, the Devil, or Satan, who is cast 
out into the earth, and his angels 
were cast with him. And when the 
dragon saw he was cast unto the 
earth, he persecuted the woman which 
brought forth the man child. This 
very expression indicates the Sun, 
who is only a child, or in infancy 
when it first acquires new light, al- 
though he is an adult, ora man in 
his essence and powers. 

And to the woman were given two 
wings of a great eagle, that she might 
fly into the wilderness, into her place, 
where she is nourished for a time, 
aad times and halfa time, from the 
face of the serpent. And the ser- 
pent cast out of his mouth water as 
a flood after the woman, that he 
might cause her to be carried away 
of the flood. And the earth helped 
the woman, and the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed up the flood 
which the dragon cast out of his 
mouth. 

The meaning of this allegory is 
plain. gan dil is clothed with 
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the sun and moon, because she be- 
gins the luni-solar year at midnight 
on the 25th of December, or at the 
winter solstice ; so does Isis who is 
represented with the sun above her 
head and the moon at her feet. She 
wears 4 crown of 12 stars, designa- 
ting the months. She is followed 
by the serpent or great polar dragon, 
that rises after her in the heavens 
and appears to pursue her, and to 
threaten the life of the infant Sun, 
Orus, or Jesus who is to rule over 
the world, and to whom the morning 
star or Sun is promised in chap. ii. 
The rod of iron signifies his strength, 
The child is elevated in the heavens, 
as the Sun was exalted in Aries at 
the vernal equinox. The dragon is 
red and so was Typhon, and from 
that peculiarity proceeded the aver- 
sion which the ancient Egyptians, 
according to Plutrarch, had against 
allred animals. Typhon is the ene- 
my of the mother of the Sun under 
the name of Isis, Latona, Ceres, 
Themis, and attempts to kill Orus, 
Jupiter and Apollo. Python, Satan, 
Ahriman and Typhon are synony- 
mous terms. Themis or the celes- 
tial virgin, according to Aratus, fled 
the abodes of man at the beginning 
of the age of brass, when the giants 
having feet like sarpents invaded the 
world. It is the same polar dragon 
subdued by Hercules, that we find 
in the Apocalypse defeated by Mi- 
chael. It is curious to observe that 
Michaelmas in our calenders, falls 
exactly on the same time of the 


year when the constellation of Her- 


cules rises ; that is, in September; 
and as Hercules is always represen- 
ted with a lion’s skin on his shoul- 
ders, so Michael among the Persians 
(for itis a Persian angel) bore a li- 
on’s head. It was in the Spring that 
the victory of Apollo over the ser- 
pent Python was celebrated, and the 
Figyptians feasted the tftmph of 
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Ammon or the Lamb over the same 
monster at the same season. A cro- 
codile was then sacrificed, as an em- 
blem of the Bad Principle. 

In the religion of the ancient Per- 
sians, Ahriman, being overcome, 
throws himself down from heaven to 
the earth in the month of Farvardin 
or about the autumnal equinox, and 
takes his flight towards the south, to 
spread terror, and ravage the world, 
carrying darkness with him. This 
expresses the decline of light which 
begins at the autumnal equinox, at 
which season the ancients used to 
say, that evil was first introduced in- 
to the world by the serpent. 

The celestial dragon has then on- 
ly his head near the east; his im- 
mense body occupies seven signs 
and seems to reach the summit of the 
mountains towards the north, and to 
hang over the sea, for he is always 
above the horizon, and never de- 
scends into the sea. But, at the ver- 
nal equinox the dragon is in his 
greatest state of depression, and is, 
therefore, said to be precipitated from 
heaven and suspended over the sea. 
Being driven from the meredian to- 
wards the west, he loses all his bane- 
ful influence, since winter and dark- 
ness are going to be replaced by 
light and the return of the sun to the 
boreal hemisphere. The four beasts 
of Daniel are confounded in the Apo- 
calypse into one. The 7 heads sig- 
nify the 7 principal stars of the dra- 
gon, or the 7 signs which he occu- 
pies. The 10 horns probably mean 
the 10 degrees of Aries to which 
part of him corresponds at the vernal 
equinox. The time of his power 
and dominion coincides with the time 
during which the virgin is fed in the 
wilderness. Both are of 1260 days 
or of 42 months, or the half of 7 
years, and are copied from Daniel, 
and, probably, founded on the mysti- 
cal number 7. 1 suspect that these 





THE CORRESPONDENNT. 


days, months, or times, signify no- 
thing but the space of three months 
and a half, which is, in fact, the reign 
of winter, beginning some days be- 
fore the winter solstice, and finishing 
some days after the vernal equinox. 
The 1000 years during which the 
Evil Principle is enchained, means, 
iff am not mistaken, 100 days, or 3 
months and 10 days, during which 
the day predominates over night, 
that is; that part of the year from 
spring to sammer, during which the 
days continue to lengthen. To the 
west, the river Orion seems to disap- 
pear under the earth, and to be ab- 
sorbed by it onthe south. It is thus 
that the earth helps the woman, and 
saves her and her infant from being 
swallowed by the flood cast from the 
mouth of the dragon. This river is 
the celestial Eridanus, the stars of 
which set when those of Virgo rise. 
When the head of the dragon or of 
the serpent rises, the river Orion or 
Eridanus sets, just as Virgo rises en- 
tirely above the horizon. This gave 
rise to the allegorical fiction, which 
supposes, that just as the woman 
flies by means of her wings, the dra- 
gon casts out a flood, which is taken 
up by the earth. Itisthis dragon 
that strikes with his tail one third of 
the stars, and casts them on the 
globe. This is equivalent to 10 de- 
grees or one third of a sign of the 
Zodiac, and is the origin of the ten 
horns, and of the number ten 
throughout the Apocalypse. 

Having thus, I presume, explain- 
ed the most important fictions con- 
tained in this mystagogic book, and 
shewn its real object and astrologi- 
cal composition, it is hardly necessa- 
ry to enter into a very minute detail 
of the secondary emblems and fi- 
gures, the signification of which, af- 
ter the principles we have laid down, 
becomes easy to any one a little fa- 
miliar with a celestial globe, with 
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the general principles of astronomy, 
and with the figurative language of 
the astrologers. Thus, the eyes 
mentioned in the Apocalypse as pla- 
ced on the wings and bodies of the 
different emblematic figures, are 
stars, or rays of light. Osiris is 
translated many eyed; Argus and 
the Indian Castigue are represented 
as having the body covered with 
eyes. The sea of melted glass and 
fire is the upper part of the firma- 
ment where the pure etherial light 
and fire resides. It needs no sun, 
for it is itself the source of all light. 
There is placed the celestial city, 
called Jerusalem in opposition to 
Babylon; the former being taken 
for the abode of light and of good, 
and the latter the residence of vice, 
of fornication, and darkness. What 
Ezekial said of Tyrus, is applied by 
the author of the Apocalypse to Ba- 
bylon ; the latter using the term in a 
merely figurative sense, and compa- 
ring Babylon to Ahollah and Aholi- 
bah, while the former talks of Tyrus 
in a strict sense. 

The bride of the lamb is the pure 
light, or the city placed in those 
etherial regions of light and bliss. 
In the mysteries of Mithra the initia- 
ted addressed the Etherial Light 
thus—* Hail charming bridegroom ; 
hail pure and new light.” He was 
said to wed this light, which was 
considered as masculine. 

The angel or genius that wounds 
the beast, is Perseus, and the beast 
is Medusa, one of whose heads was 
wounded, and again healed and rose. 
She possessed magical powers, and 
could make the celestial fire descend 
onearth. The altar of the lamb is 
the constellation near Bootes, and 
setting with it in opposition to Aries 
or the Lamb. The Ark and Virgin 
rise at night together on the eve of 
Easter. The tribe of Dan is omit- 
ted in the selection of 12000 men 
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from each tribe, because Dan calls 
to mind the scorpion or the evil prin- 
ciple, and instead of Dan, Joseph is 
substituted. 

Such is this book that seems, at 
first sight, to contain nothing but in- 
coherent and ridiculous visions, and 
which has puzzled so many writers 
of the first abilities and possessing 
great erudition and knowledge. But 
the obscurity of the Apocalypse is 
merely apparent. While commenta- 
tors have looked for what was not 
contained therein, they neglected and 
overlooked what is so clearly ex- 
pressed, and would have been of ea- 
sy intelligence to any one acquainted 
with the language of the ancient po- 
ets, mythologies, and astrologers. 
In short, instead of making light 
arise out of darkness, they have 
worked hard. to obscure what was 
clear and evident. 


REVELATION, PROPHECY, AND 
Miracte. 
(Concluded. ) 

Keeping the premises laid down 
in my last in view, let us see how 
mich of prophecy can be fairly claim- 
ed by the Christian system, and how 
much, of what may be thus claimed, 
is any better entitled to our confi- 
dence than the prophecies of other 
systems. And here I take the broad 
but plain ground, that if there are 
prophecies in the bible, which events 
have proved to be false, and others 
which, although not specifically de- 
finite in point of time, evidently and 
plainly refer, for their accomplish- 
ment, to no distant period, and yet 
at the end of eighteen hundred years, 
have not been fulfilled, our purpose 
is answered; for the bible places 
them all equally upon the ground of 
divine inspiration and consequent in- 
fallibility. As an instance liable to 
both these objections, I refer to the 
prophecy contained in the 34th chap- 
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ter of the book of Isaiah. I will no- 
tice, as another prophecy which ne- 
ver came to pass, that celebrated one 
of Isaiah to Ahaz, in the seventh 
chapter of his book. I am aware 
that the Christian world, by a kind of 
chemical process which transmutes 
lead into gold, and gold into dross, 
according as the one or the other 
suits their own peculiar interest, have 
endeavored to make out that this pro- 
phecy relates to Jesus of Nazareth. 
Such an attempt is as ridiculous to 
all unprejudiced minds as it must ap- 
pear unfounded, It is self-evident, 
from a perusal of the chapter itself, 
that this prophecy, instead of relating 
to events which were to happen 7 or 
800 years after its announcement, 
was in reality a prophecy intended 
for king Ahaz alone, and professed to 
tell of something which should come 
to pass in his days. That part of 
the prophecy to which I would more 
particularly call your attention, is 
contained in the first seven, and in 
the 14th, 15th and 16th verses of the 
chapter: The prophecy and ac- 
companying sign, were given as an 
assurance to Ahaz, that the kings of 
Syria and Israel should not “ vex” 
Judah, in a joint expedition which 
they had then undertaken against it. 
Now, let any one turn to the 28th 
chapter of ii. Chronicles, and he will 
discover, from the testimony of the 
bible itself, how false were these as 
surances or prophecies of Isaiah to 
Ahaz. 

But, passing over the old testa- 
ment, let us come tothe new. How 
many of its prophecies have ever 
been fulfilled? It is full of predic- 
tions of the messiah’s second coming, 
of the universal spread of the Chris- 
tian religion, and of the millenium. 
Have either of these predictions been 
fulfilled? If they have not, is there 
the least rational probability that they 
ever will be accomplished? The 
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answer to both these questions I 
leave to the good sense of every wn- 
prejudiced reader ; from whom I am 
confident they must, alike, receive a 
decided negative. And yet no candid 
man can possibly read the prophe- 
cies which relate to the second ad- 
vent of Jesus, without perceiving 
that they evidently and plainly pre- 
dict, that it was to happen within the 
lapse of a very few years from the 
time the predictions were made ; and 
it is matter of historical record, that 
such was the understanding of those to 
whom they were addressed, and of 
the early Christian converts. 
Another numerous class of bible 
prophecies consists of passages mis- 
applied, or fitted, like the oracular 
responses, to an event, not because 
they foretold or were intended to 
foretell that event ; but because, af- 
ter the event has happened, they are, 
by a false or forced application or in- 
terpretation, made to bear upon it. 
Of this class, are those passages of 
the old testament which, in the new, 
are made to foretell the coming and 
character of the messiah, and the 
events which preceded or followed it. 
Another extensive class of prophe- 
cies in the bible, is that which pre- 
dicts misfortune or destruction to 
knrgs or nations. Such are the 
theatenings and warnings to the Jew- 
ish kings and rulers ; the predictions 
of the Babylonish captivity; of the 
destruction of Babylon, Tyre and Je- 
rusalem, and of the dispersion of the 
Jews. No man can read the Old 
Testament, as a history, without ob- 
serving that nine tenths of the Jew- 
ish kings were unfortunate, either in 
their lives or in their deaths: confu- 
sion, war, and rebellion were the or- 
der of the day. Neither can any man 
read history, sacred or profane, an- 
cient or modern, without remarking 
the wonderful insecurity and instabili- 
ty of states and empires—that they 
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have arisen, flourished and fallen ina 
regular and rapid succession. Fora 
man, therefore, to have predicted mis- 
fortune to a Jewish king, or destruc- 
tion and overthrow to a flourishing 
city or a powerful empire, required 
just as much of the gift of prophecy, 
and no more, as it would for a man in 
our climate, on a serene, cloudless 
day in April, to foretell that there 
would be a change of weather within 
three days; for in the ordinary course 
of events, each prediction would, in 
nine cases out of ten, be accomplish- 
ed. Such predictions just as much 
deserve to be considered the offspring 
of divine inspiration, as the well 
known prophecy of old Michael 
Scott ; 

**On Eildon hill if you should be, 

* A bridge o’er Tweed you there may see.” 

There was no bridge over Tweed 
within view from Eildon Hill when 
this prophecy of old Michael was 
made; but from the nature and situ- 
ation of the surrounding country, his 
shrewd observation and sagacious 
foresight enabled him to perceive that 
in the natural course of events, there 
would be one; and accordingly there 
are at this day no less than three 
bridges over the Tweed, visible from 
the point of view which his sagacity 
indicated.—But it would be tedious 
to enlarge on this topic. Prophecies, 
like ghosts, witches, fairies, and hob- 
goblins, have vanished before the 
march of intellect and the progress 
of intelligence. In the early ages, all 
nations had their predictions of future 
events, who as wizzards, sybils, seers, 
soothsayers, prophets, or diviners, 
pretended to look into futurity, and to 
foresee and foretell the course of e- 
vents: and profane history bears a- 
bundant testimony to the numerous 
instances, wherein their predictions 
were as abundantly, as remarkably, 
and as literally fulfilled, as were 
those of the Bible prophets. 
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Of miracles, I shall say but little ; 
for it is admitted by the best inform- 
ed advocates of Christianity, that it 
cannot stand on the ground of its 
real or supposed miracles. The rea- 
son of this admission is perfectly ob- 
vious: it is because all religions have, 
or claim their miracles ; and there is 
no other or better test of the reality 
or divinity of the Christian or Jewish 
miracles, than of many others. Be- 
sides, if we were to take the Bible 
itself for our guide, the performance 
or working of miracles is, in itself, 
no proof of divine power. This is 
abundantly exemplified in the 7th and 
8th chapters of Exedus, where the 
Egyptian magicians performed the 
very miracles which, according to 
that book, God had commanded Mo- 
ses and Aaron to perform. Nor is 


it any answer to this position to say, 
that Moses and Aaron performed 
some miracles which the Egyptians 


could not, because the whole were 
miracles; and if some were of God 
and some were not, how are we to 
distinguish those miracles which bear 
the stamp of his sanction and power, 
fromthose which do not?—When to 
these considerations, we add the well 
known fact, that there are Pagan 
miracles, Mahomedan miracles, and 
Popish miracles equally as wonder- 
ful as those in the bible, and many of 
them much better authenticated, and 
which, notwithstanding, no protestant 
pretends to believe; we may easily 
see the reason why the better inform- 
ed and more considerate among 
them, do not, and cannot claim any 
exclusively divine sanction to the 
Christian system, from its real or pre- 
tended miracles. 

Having thus examined, and, as I 
apprehend, confuted the superior pre- 
tensions of Christianity to a divine 
origin, on either of the three grounds 
of revelation, prophecy and miracle 
—on which alone such pretensions 


THE CORRESPONDENT. 


can be founded—it seems pertectiy 
evident that a belief resting on these 
data originated in ignorance and cre- 
dulity, and should expire with the 
causes which gave it birth We 
would laugh at the most veracious and 
most respectable man who, in these 
days, should say, or even swear to 
us—‘‘T have a revelation from God;” 
‘‘] have seen, or I can work a mira- 
cle ;” or, ‘*I am endowed by super- 
natural aid from heaven with the gift 
of prophecy.” But, if we will not, 
on the strength of the best human tes- 
timony, believe that such things exist 
now, why, on the strength of a much 
more doubtful species of the same 
testimony, shall we be required to 
believe that they existed in former 
ages ? 


For the Correspondent. 
THOUGHTS AND Rercections, No. I. 


Superstition is one of the greatest 
ills ‘* the flesh is heir to.” It is one, 
however, which has prevailed in all 
ages, and with all nations. Its effect 
has generally been to create an infi- 
nite variety of forms to worship a de- 
ity, of whom all have had a more or 
less distinct idea. Ignorance is prone 
to superstition; and it has ever been 
the case that, where the former pre- 
vailed, designing and hypocritical 
men have not been wanting to sow 
the seeds of error, with a view to 
their own aggrandizement. These 
interested pretenders have generally 
announced themselves as the agents 
of God, inspired and authorised to 
explain and unravel mysteries which 
they have been most industrious in 
propagating, and through their means 
have been fostered the multiplicity of 
religions which have arisen in all parts 
of the world, all compounds of the 
most astonishing absurdities in them- 
selves, and totally inconsistent with 
each other. These religions have 
been simplified and rendered less in- 
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consistent and absurd with most na- 
tions in proportion to the spread of 
science and philosophy, and the tole- 
ration of free principles. 

The nations distinguished by the 
appellation of Christians, perhaps are 
the most enlightened on the globe, 
and have made the greatest progress 
in the knowledge of themselves and 
the world they inhabit; and among 
these our own and the mother 
country stand pre-eminent. Accord- 
ingly, we find that in all these nations 
the doubts and disbelief of the pre- 
vailing system of religion have kept 
pace with the extension of know- 
ledge. The deep rooted prejudices 
of a long succesion of ages, are dai- 
ly giving way to the truths of reason 
and philosophy, and the rays of sci- 
ence are gradually dispelling the mists 
of superstition. 

In the Bible, the standard of their 
religion, Christians have long seen 
something radically wrong, (or rather 
have seen very little right,) but, ne- 
ver once doubting its divine origin, a 
thought concerning which they have 
been taught to believe a sin, they 
have attributed its incomprehensibi- 
lities to misinterpretation, and forth- 
with proceeded to adopt construc- 
tions of their own on indistinct and 
incoherent passages, as if an emana- 
tion from the Deity would not have 
been so plain that’ he who ran might 
not only read, but comprehend.— 
Hence have arisen the variety of sects 
of the Christian religion—a variety 
unknown in any other religious sys- 
tem—an inconsistency incompatible 
with the results to be anticipated, 
from a work of divine imspiration— 
and a convincing proof to the unpre- 
judiced that, if the author of our be- 
ing found it necessary, after endow- 
ing man with the inherent power of 
distinguishing between good and 
evil, to furnish him with written in- 
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structions, the Bible does not contain 
them. E. 
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‘If you would be holy, instruct your children, 
because all the good actions which they perform, 
will be imputed to you.”—Sacred writings of the 
Persians. 


Among the many motions of the 
globe on which mankind live, that 
which occasions day and night, is 
known to be its rotation on its own 
axis ; and that which marks the peri- 
od of time, called a year, is likewise 
known to be its revolution round the 
sun. Now, if the circumference of 
the globe be somewhere about 25 
thousand miles, and its annual course 
600 millions of miles, it must fol- 
low that every body living under the 
Equator is turned round in 24 hours 
25,000 miles, (a greater distance than 
sailed by the celebrated circumnavi- 
gator Captain Cook in two years !) 
and all are moved forward through 
space, during the same 24 hours, 
the astonishing distance of above 16 
hundred thousand miles! Such are 
the physical works of nature ; and 
though no person of knowledge 
doubts the fact, yet no person, learn- 
ed or ignorant, ever feels the motion 
in the slightest degree! This re- 
markable instance of the wonderful 
mechanism of nature, of which we 
form a part, may be expected, when 
clearly exposed, to make us extreme- 
ly cautious in drawing our conclu- 
sions, concerning the moral works of 
nature, merely from our sensations. 

The foregoing reflection arose 
from the observation of the actual 
state of the human species over the 
surface of the earth, and from a con- 
sideration of that prevailing senti- 
ment, by which all the different socie- 
ties of men are governed, and their 
actions judged. And will it be pos- 
sible that any one, when thus led to 
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reflect, shall remain blind to the error 


of such a sentiment, after so many 
centuries of continued misery! Shall 
our deceitful sensations still misguide 
our judgment, and shall mankind for- 
ever believe, that they are the au- 
thors of their own misfortunes! Shall 
not the histories of kingdoms upon 
kingdoms, at length, undeceive them! 
Shall they go on, from generation to 
generation, holding the opinion, that 
men can guide and govern them- 
selves ; while they are every where 
guided and governed by the progres- 
sive changes of nature——by the know- 
ledge which her operations bring to 
light—-and by the circumstances 
which she, in this manner, and by her 
own power, places them in! 

Nature physically moves man, 
while he is quite unconscious of the 
motion; and mentally moves him, 
though she may not have yet taught 
him to know her overwhelming in- 
fluence over him. If this be true; 
and is it not true ?—shall we, then, 
ferociously ill use our fellow crea- 
tures, as though they had preferred 
vige to virtue! If this be truae—and 


is it not true ?—shall we, then, con- 


tinue to live in a way, that leads them 
to every wrong act that can degrade 
or disgrace them! Are we not daily 
shocked by the relation of the most 
abominable actions, and are such 
events never to enlighten our minds, 
as to their real ca.ses! Even the 
monarch on the throne loses his spi- 
rits, and fails to find enjoyment, 
though placed in the highest station 
of society ! 

We, who are born helpless infants, 
ignorant of the world and of all its 
abominations, can we suppose that it 
is any creative power of our own, 
which leads some of us to vice and 
infamy, and others to honour and 
glory? True it is that we are born 
capable of thinking ; but we all have 
to learn to think, by means of the ob- 


jects, practices and opinions, which 
we see and hear around us; and na- 
ture, while she carries us_ rapidly 
through the Heavens, without our be- 
ing sensible of the physical move- 
ment, likewise governs us by the un- 
felt motion of those thoughts, which 
the circumstances she places us in 
produce, and which she has estab- 
lished as the moral law of our mental 
constitution. 

This grand truth, Nature has, at 
length, palpably discovered to us ; 
and by its bright light, she will quick- 
ly alter all our conduct in society ; 
and men will cease to feel towards 
and treat one another in a manner far 
more brutal than is to be met with in 
any other class of the animal king- 
dom! Tue Voice or NATURE. 
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On the Inconsistencies, Contradictions, and Ab- 
surdities of the Bible.-—By the Secretary. 


Lecture Seconp. 
: (Continued from our last: ) 


Let us now examine the account of 
the creation of man, as given in the 
26th and following verses of the Ist 
chapter of Genesis: ‘‘ And God said, 
let us make man in our own image, 
after our own likeness, and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the 
sea,” &c. ‘‘ So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God 
created he them.” We have seen 
that this writer assigns the creation 
of the earth to one God only. Inthe 
formation of man, he employs a plu- 
rality of deities. From this it has 
been inferred, andI think the infe- 
rence just, that the writer of Genesis 
was not a deist, but acknowledged 
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the existence of other Gods than Je- 
hovah. This fact is, indeed, ren- 
dered indisputable by the command 
given in Exodus, that the Jews were 
to worship only their own God, and 
have nothing to do with other Gods. 
‘*Thou shalt not (it is there said) 
revile the Gods of the nations.” It 
is plain, therefore, that a council of 
these Gods was held, at which it was 
resolved to produce man by their 
joint exertions. The expressions 
“let us make man in our own image, 
after our likeness,” would have been 
absurd, were it not to be admitted 
that the work was performed by an 
association of deities. This affords 
another proof that the writer of Ge- 
nesis derived his ideas of the origin of 
mankind from the orientals, who be- 
lieved that the world and its inhabi- 
tants were produced by the united 
efforts of the Gods. They were con- 
sidered in the light of a parcel of me- 
chanics, who undertook the execu- 
tion of a certain work, and had each 
their portion allotted to them. This 
is exactly the idea which the bible 
gives us of the manner in which man 
was formed, although it is not said 
what part of the body was produced 
by Jehovah, or what by his associ- 
ates, or if the she deities had any hand 
in the undertaking. 

But whether it required one, or 
twenty, or a thousand Gods to pro- 
duce man, it is clear that the account 
given in the Ist chapter of Genesis 
is full of blunders, and has nothing 
in it worthy the character of divinity. 
God is said in the 27th and subse- 
quent verses, to have created man 
and woman “ with competent powers 
to answer every important purpose of 
human life. Their line of conduct 
was in part marked out to them, and 
directions given as to several promi- 
nent objects, to which they ought to 
devote their attention. But if we 
turn to the 2d chapter, we shall find 
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mention made again of the creation 
of man; for it says (vy. 7,) “ And 
the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed in- 
to his nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul.” How fs 
this matter to be explained? Did 
God so soon forget what he had per- 
formed, or did the writer of this se- 
cond chapter so soon lose all recol- 
lection of what he had said in the 
first? It was evidently a new crea- 
tion that is spoken of here, for it is 
said just before (v. 5,) that there was 
not a man found to till the ground.— 
What then had become of the first 
man mentioned of in the first chap- 
ter? Was he dead, or had he so 
soon escaped the all-piercing eye of 
omnipotence ? 

But this is not all—the woman 
also, it seems, had abandoned her 
station, and was-no more to be found. 
God, therefore, takes a new method 
of creating another out of one of the 
ribs of Adam. This was done be- 
cause there was not found for Adam 
a help mate. Of course, the first 
female creation had dwindled into 
nothing, or was forgotten by the 
creator. In whatever point of view 
we look at this matter, we shall see 
the most positive internal evidence 
that this book was not written by the 
inspiration of God. We cannot sure- 
ly charge the supreme being with 
such egregious blunders—with such 
palpable departures from propriety 
and correctness. We are, therefore, 
driven to the necessity of ascribing 
these writings to the folly, the imbe- 
cility, and the ignorance of man. 

According to Aristophanes, “man 
and woman originally made one per- 
son; that they consulted how they 
might attack the Gods, on which ac- 
count they were split in two; and 
that Jupiter said, if they ever again 
rebelled, he would re-cleave them, 
and reduce them to hopping.” Pii- 
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ney speaks of a race of hoppers, and 
lord Monboddo, to give a finish to 
this elegant posture, furnishes them 
with tails. As tothe rib, of which 
Eve is said to have been formed, the 
curious ask whether it was useless 
to Adam, and beyond the number of 
ribs requisite for a complete human 
body? If not, the taking it away 
must have maimed Adam’s person, 
and robbed it of a part essential to his 
existence. But if this rib was use- 
less to Adam, and might be spared ; 
so that he might have twelve ribs on 
the one side and thir een on the oth- 
er, he was by the removal rendered 
as much a monster, as if the first man 
had been created with three feet or 
three hands, or had had more eyes, 
or other members than the use or 
compleatness of a human body re- 
quires. How can this be reconciled 
with the statement, that, tn the be- 
ginning, all things were made with a 
perfect exactness ? 

It is further said that man was for- 
med ofthe earth. This corresponds 
with the opinion held on this sub- 
ject by the ancient Egyptians and 

heenicians. The words of Arche- 
laus, in speaking of Egypt, are these: 
“ Animals spring from warm earth, 
produci g matter like milk, such as 
is used for nourishment.” We thus 
see that in every step of this inquiry 
we meet with proofs that the Bible 
history of the creation was borrowed 
from the legends of other nations. — 
For what other reason then can it 
be said that it was inspired, but to 
authorize the priesthood, in the name 
of heaven, to plunder and domineer 
over the nations ? 

Voltaire says “it is very strange 
that the Jewish people were permit- 
ted to read the books of Exodus, 
where there are so many miracles 
which shock reason, yet were not al- 
lowed to read, before the age of 25 
the first chapter of Genesis, in which 


all is necessarily miracle, since crea- 
tion is the subject. Perhaps, (con- 
tinues the sage) it was because God, 
after creating man and woman in the 
first chapter, makes them again in 
another, and it was thought expe- 
dient to keep this appearance of con- 
tradiction from the eyes of the youth. 
Perhaps it was because it was said 
that God made man in his own 
image, and this expression gave the 
Jews a too corporeal idea of God.— 
Perhaps it was because it is said, 
that God took a rib from Adam’s 
side to form the woman, and the 
young and inconsiderate feeling their 
sides, and finding the right number 
of ribs, might have suspected the au- 
thor of some infidelity. In short, 
every line of this chapter furnishes 
very plausible reasons for interdict- 
ing the reading of it; but such being 
the case, one cannot very clearly see 
how it was that the other chapters 
were permitted. Itis besides sur- 
prising that the Jews were not to 
read this chapter until they were 25. 
One would think that it should first 
have been proposed to childhood, 
which receives every. thing without 
examination, rather than to youth, 
whose pride is to judge and to laugh. 
On the other hand, the Jews of 25 
years old, having their judgments 
prepared and strengthened, might be 
more fitted to receive this chapter 
than inexperienced minds.” 

Every celebrated nation of anti- 
quity has possessed an allegory simi- 
lar to that of the formation of Adam 
and Eve. We find it among the 
Chaldeans, the Indians, the Per- 
sians and the Egyptians. It was 
possible that the Jews whenin E- 
gypt, ignorant as they were, might 
have then heard something of the al- 
legorical philosophy of the Egyp- 
tians. But I see no reason for be- 
lieving that they adopted this into 
their own system until after their re- 
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turn from Babylon. As “it is natu- 
ral and very common for a rude na- 
tion to imitate rudely the conceptions 
of a polished people, it is not surpri- 
sing that the Jews imagined a wo- 
man formed from the side of a man— 
the spirit of life breathed from the 
mouth of God on the face of Adam— 
the Tigris, the Euphrates, the Nile 
and the Oxus, having all the same 
source in a garden, and the forbid- 
den fruit, which brought death into 
the world, as well as physical and 
moral evil. Full of the idea, which 
prevailed among the ancients, that 
the serpent was a very cunning ani- 
mal, they had no great difficulty in 
endowing it with understanding and 
with speech.” 

These topies form the ground- 
work of much reflection, in which I 
shall be able, in addition to what has 
already been said, to demonstrate be- 
yond all contradiction, that the Bible 
is a fable, invented for no other pur- 
pose than to enable the priests of re- 
ligion to impose on the credulity of 
man. In my next lecture, I shall 
examine that part of it where it is 
said that God, after forming man of 
the dust of the earth, ‘‘ breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and 


man became a living soul.” 
(To be continued.) 


New Harmony.—We have sel- 
dom read a more bare-faced and un- 
founded paragraph than the follow- 
ing, which we copy from the Enqui- 
rer, a paper published at Knoxville, 
Tennessee, on the 16th ult. : 

“‘ The visionary schemes of Mr. Owen, the 
devisor of the New Harmony establishuient, 
have lately developed themselves in the almost 
entire dissolution of his soeiety. His princi- 
ples allowed persons to marry and dissolve 
the matrimonial contract at pleasure. This 
pernicious doctrine, as might be anticipated, 
led to the most di practices. His 
members, it is said, at least some of them, 
changed their partners several times, and not 
long ago, the establishment was divided, se- 
parated, and a considerable number of them 
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left the place. There are now four different 
orders of them. So much for fine theories.” 

It is not truethat Mr. Owen’s prin- 
ciples ‘allowed persons to marry 
and dissolve the matrimonial con- 
tract at pleasure.” It is not true that 
the members of the establishment 
changed their partners several times.” 
As to the ‘almost entire dissolution 
of the Society,” let the following ex- 
tracts of a letter, (the original of 
which is now before us,) speak : 
Extract of a letter from New Harmony, da- 

ted April 13, 1827. - 

“Unless you leave Philadelphia 
in three or four weeks after you re- 
ceive this, Mr. Robert Owen may 
probably see you there ; though it is 
somewhat uncertain whether he will 
goto Europe by the way of New 
York or of New Orleans. The 
schools he considers likely to in- 
crease in numbers rapidly, with the 
increase of small communities on the 
lands here,* which if matters pro- 
gress as at present, will soon be al- 
most entirely taken up by them. My 
immediate movements are somewhat 
uncertain. I may, perhaps, visit Eu- 
rope: but of this rest assured, that 
no earthly consideration shall induce 
me again to settle in individual soci- 
ety. Ihave seen here many errors ; 
I have, no doubt, myself committed 
many; but I have acquired experi- 
ence; and I could not be more per- 
fectly convinced than I am that it is 
in acommunity only a human being 
may find permanent happiness.” 


As it has been said that none but 
the idle, the vicious, and those who 
cannot live in individual society, go 
to New Harmony, we can state from 
our knowledge, that the writer of the 
above is a gentleman of virtue, ta- 
lent and fortune. 

We have also another letter before 
us, dated Marietta, April 18, toa 


* Upwards of 30,000 acres. 
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gentleman in this city, which states 
that Judge Tappan, a candidate for 
governor of the state of Ohio, had 
recently with his wife returned from 
New Harmony, and had left two of 
his children to be educated there, and 
informed the writer, ‘“‘there is the best 
society, the most knowledge and sci- 
ence ; the best library and apparatus 
of any place in the United States,” 
in this said little villified town of 
New Harmony. When will mankind 
cease to be gratified by detraction? 
And when will the editors of our pa- 
pers publish nothing as fact but what 
they know to be true? 


Tue ANTIDOTE. We have re- 
ceived the first number of this re- 
doubtable paper, established, as its 
prospectus bears, for the purpose of 
waging ‘constant and rigid warfare 
with the Correspondent.” Had we 
known nothing more of the contents 
of the Antidote than what its motto 
indicates, we should from that alone 
have been able to form a pretty accu- 
rate idea as to the nature of the war- 
fare intended to be carried on. “‘Re- 
move not the old land mark,” is their 
maxim, or polar star. Every thing 
connected with religion, however ab- 
surd, contradictory and inconsistent, 
is to be maintained, merely because 
it is antiquated. No changes in the 
state of society, no beneficial im- 
provements, can receive the sanction 
of its editors, if they entrench in the 
smallest degree on what they consi- 
der the standard of all useful know- 
ledge; the only infallible guide to 
man. Science, the advancement of 
learning, mechanical improvements 
—every thing, in short, which hu 
man ingenuity may devise for the be- 
nefit of our species, must for ever 
bend to a system, which originated, 
according to popular opinion, when 
the world was sunk in gross dark- 
ness, and, which as we have fre- 
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quently shown, took its rise among 
the most barbarous and illiterate peo- 
ple that then or ever have existed on 
the earth. We shall not at present 
dwell on the ridiculous folly of endea- 
voring, in this enlightened age, to ar- 
rest the progress of inquiry, or the 
practical illustration of correct prin- 
ciples, because the mere attempt 
must appear egregious and presump- 
tuous to all reflecting minds. 

It is evident from the whole tenor 
of the Antidote, that the editors were 
either unacquainted with the contents 
of the Correspondent when they com- 
menced their attack; incapable of 
appreciating them; or wilfully in- 
tended to mislead the public. Re- 
curring to the hackneyed cry of infi- 
delity, blasphemy, and similar invec- 
tives, they tell “‘ the Christian pub- 
lic” that we have ‘dipped our pens in 
the gall of a false and ruinous _philo- 
sophy, in order to destroy the only 
sure bulwark of human happiness ;” 
accuse us of ‘“ false reasoning ; of 
‘‘ misrepresentation in point of fact ;” 
and stigmatize the Correspondent as 
a ‘* poisonous publication” in which 
the “‘pulling down” of religion is aim- 
ed at, ‘“‘without informing us what 
they intend to give us in lieu of it.” 

We are so accustomed to be com- 
plimented in language similar to the 
above, by our Christian opponents, 
that we view every recurrence asa 
thing of course, and have long been 
of opinion, that they themselves are 
convinced their system would be un- 
tenable if they were to throw aside 
the weapons of abuse, and conduct 
themselves as became the calm and 
unprejudiced inquirers after truth.— 
But when they have the effrontery to 
prefer the sweeping charge against 
us of dealing in falsehoods, and mis- 
representing facts, without referring 
to a single case in support of the 
charge, we feel ourselves justified in 
pronouncing the whole a foul calum- 
















ny. Had there existed any thing in 
our previous pages which carried 
with it even the semblance of misre- 
presentation, how easy would it have 
been for our assailants to have laid 
their finger on it. If they unadvised- 
ly preferred the accusation without 
perusing the Correspondent, with 
what justice can they claim the cha- 
racter of “honest” impartial critics, 
or suppose that even the “Christian 
public” will adopt their statements. 
At this time of day, we should have 
expected that argument would have 
superceded vituperation and acrimo- 
ny, and that men pretending to be 
the teachers of a heavenly religion 
which, as they say, “has stood the 
test of ages,” would have exhibited 
in their own conduct some proofs of 
its divine origin. Nothing of this ap 
pears in the Antidote. All is assump 
tion, declamation,and unmeaning epi- 
thets from the mouths of men arro- 
gating to themselves the almost ex- 
clusive right of putting us down—of 
combatting with ‘honest zeal” the 
tendency of our writings. We wil- 
lingly concede all the merit they at- 
tach to their zeal, but as to their ho- 
nesty, we must have some better 
proof than they have yet shown of 
their title to this, before we can ad- 
mit that they deserve it. 

A most lamentable cry is set up in 
the Antidote about what is called the 
prostration of the ‘altars of Chris- 
tianity, and its sublime morality, ba- 
nished from the churches” of France 
at the beginning of the revolution ; 
and a fearful picture is drawn of the 
** profligate devotion,” which was 
then paid to “the French Goddess 
of Reason.” After this barefaced 
libel on a whole nation struggling for 
liberty, and to whom we were at one 
period so much indebted for the en- 
joyment of freedom; after this malig- 
nant accusation had been so often re- 
futed; and after it had been so fre- 
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quently shown, that the blood shed 
in France at the period alluded to, 
was occasioned by the flagrant con- 
duct of the priests and nobles, and a 
few unprincipled and ambitious men, 
who aimed at restoring the ancient 
tyranny, we scarcely expected that 
this occurrence would have been now 
referred to as a proof that liberal 
principles are calculated “ to destroy 
human happiness.” If it is consider- 
ed essential to the existence of Chris- 
tianity, that its professors should be- 
lieve the French, as a nation, com- 
mitted the excesses charged against 
them, then we call on the authors of 
this assertion to prove the fact. They 
have given us nothing but their own 
ipse dixit, to which, we apprehend, 
no great value will be attached. Al- 
though we did not, like the editors of 
the Antidote, witness “ the blood and 
rapine” which accompanied the re- 
volution in France, yet we were suf- 
ficiently near to appreciate the cause 
of these outrages, and to know what 
value ought to be attached to the 
* tales of horror” which the prosti- 
tuted and hireling press of that day, 
was zealously employed in dissemi- 
nating. Even in England, that so- 
much-boasted-of ‘land of liberty,” 
and “bulwark of our holy religion,” 
not a single journal dared tell the 
truth as to what was going on in 
France ; while the whole of Great 
Britain was inundated with pamphlets, 
the authors of which were hired by 
the government to write down liber- 
ty, and to caluminate its most strenu- 
ous defenders. 

If the war which terminated in the 
establishment of our liberties, had not 
been successful, would we not have 
been told by such men as the editors 
of the Anitdote, that the failure was 
occasioned by the prevalence of those 
liberal principles, which overturned 
the “altars of religion” in France, 
and that the blood which was then 
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shed, flowed from the pernicious ten- 
dency of these principles? Why do 
not these high spirited, “ pious, and 
literary” characters set about obtain- 
ing an alteration of that article in the 
Federal Constitution, which restrains 
Congress from passing any law regu- 
lating religion, and declaring that all 
have an equal right to express their 
opinions on that subject? Do these 
would-be correctors of the errors of 
our free institutions, and of public 
opinion, believe they can persuade 
men accustomed to think, that the 
advisers of opposition to England’s 
king ; the framers of the declaration 
of independence ; the originators of 
those laws which present an impene- 
trable barrier to the ‘‘ encroachments 
of wicked and designing priests ;”— 
do they really persuade themselves 
that these patriots, whose memories 
are dear to every freeman, were not 
influenced by liberal principles? Are 
they so blind as not to perceive, that 
in the adoption of the very measure, 
which has given immortality to their 
names, they wished to place on re- 
cord their solemn protest against all 
interference in matters of religion; 
and to declare that they considered 
nothing injurious to society, or cog- 
nizable by the law, but vicious or im- 
moral practices? If the editors of 
the Antidote are men of candor, they 
will acknowledge this to be the fact, 
and blush at their attempt to persuade 
the people of the United States, that 
they ought to listen. to any thing 
coming from so polluted a source as 
the press of Great Britain. 

But if these belligerents only in- 
tended to implicate a small portion of 
the French people, where are their 
claims to impartiality, in asserting, 
that the principles of Deism, which 
are at this moment professed by en- 
tire and flourishing nations, and by 
thousands of virtuous individuals in 
our own country, are to be judged of 
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by the misconduct of a few? How of- 
tendo the priests tell us, that we ought 
not to estimate the moral tendency of 
Christianity, by the improper conduct 
of its professors. Or do they mean 
to say, that this ruleshould apply only 
to their system, and that the axiom, 
‘‘a tree is known by its fruits,” should 
not be resorted to as a test, but when 
other creeds are called in question ? 
But why all this sympathy for the 
overthrow of the “ altars and church- 
es” in France? Until the revolution 
broke out, was it not the constant 
theme of the prayers of all protestants 
that the ‘“‘Whore of Babylon,” the 
‘Scarlet Whore,” names by which 
they designated all catholic churches, 
should be overthrown, because she 
was “drunk with the blood of the 
saints, the receptacle of pollution, 
the habitation of every thing unclean, 
the temple of idolatry—on which God 
had threatened in his holy word to 
pour out his vials of wrath.” When 
these vials, as some pretended, began 
at first to operate, we heard of nothing 
but exultation and “ hosannas to the 
Almighty for this glorious manifesta- 
tion of his displeasure!” But when 
it was discovered, that a continuation 
of the ‘pouring out” swept away 
the patrimony of the priesthood, and 
subjected tens of thousands of these 
drones to the necessity of following 
an honest calling, we heara nothing 
more of the ‘ just visitations of hea- 
ven.” The priests of the reformed 
religion, conscious that they were as 
much the objects of divine vengeance 
as their catholic brethren, and per- 
ceiving that the besom of destruction 
had come nigh to their own doors, 
quickly changed their note ; and, in- 
stead of lauding ‘“heaven’s high 
king,” extolled king George the 
third ; applauded the crusade which 
his ministers proclaimed against re- 
publican France; implored the “God 
of battles” to prosper those iniqui- 
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tous proceedings ; actually stretched 
out their hands to succor the very 
men whom they had denounced 
‘< blood thirsty persecutors—enemies 
to God—impious, profligate, wretch- 
es ;” and never ceased importuning 
Deity until he had restored those very 
altars which the crimes of these same 
“‘ profligate wretches” had provoked 
him to overthrow ! 

Let not the Editors of the Antidote 
imagine that we decline the contest 
into which it was their intention to 
draw us. We have cheerfully taken 
up the gauntlet which they have 
thrown. But if they expect that we 
are to fill our columns with discussing 
topics of no importance to mankind, 
or to assume, as they have done, idle 
and absurd tales for truths, they will 
find themselves mistaken. If they 
wish to be considered impartial and 
honorable combatants, let them ac- 
quaint themselves with the contents 
of our paper, and state, with candor, 
in what part we have misrepresented 
facts, or even endeavored to give 
them a coloring different from what 
they will admit of. If they do this 
with “honest zeal,” and becoming 
courtesy, we are inclined to believe, 
with the intelligent editor of the Na- 
tional Observer, that “the friends of 
truth may be gratified, if not edified” 
by the discussion. 


To Correspondents.—-Several com- 
munications have reached us, con- 
taining notices of the first number of 
the Antidote, and exposing the prin- 
ciples which it advocates. These, 
and some other valuable articles, 
which are unavoidably omitted this 
week, shall be attended to in our next. 


Free Press Association.—A special 
meeting of the members of this Asso- 
ciation will be held on Sunday next, 
immediately after the Lecture, in the 
Temple of Arts. A punctual atten- 
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dance is earnestly requested, as busi- 
ness of importance will be submitted 
to the consideration of the meeting. 
The Members of the committee are 
requested to meet at the Bank Lodge 
at 2 o’clock in the afternoon of the 
same day. 

Fourth of July.—Those gentlemen 
who are desirous of dining with the 
Free Press Association, on the ensu- 
ing anniversary of American Inde- 
pendence, may be supplied with tick- 
ets and badges by the Stewards ; at 
the Bank Lodge, William-st.; or at 
the office of the Correspondent, cor- 
ner of Vesey-st. and Broadway. 








MISCELLAI:Y. 





Hermits.—A late traveller in 
Russia gives the following account of 
these lazy inhabitants of the moun- 
tains of Georgia :—I had often heard 
of hermits, but had never seen one. 
Learning while at Kasibek, that I 
could satisfy my curiosity, I went to 
visit, in a cell not far from that place, 
one of these sloths, who are such 
vast pretenders to piety. I was sur- 
prised to find a healthy young man— 
his hermitage is hollowed out of the 
rock, where, thanks to the supersti- 
tion of the people who look on him as 
a saint, he livesin abundance. Should 
he ever be canonized, I shall not in- 
dulge much hope from his mediation, 
for 1 saw nothing in this recluse but 
a cunning rogue, and that sort of ad- 
dress, by means of which the lazy 
feed on the simplicity of others.— 
There are some hermits in this coun- 
try, whose object may be the same, 
but who submit to trials really ardu- 
ous: these inhabit the neighborhood 
of Badkoo, where is still found the 
naphtha with which the ancients kept 
up their perpetual fires ; and where, 
to this day, it is preserved with reli- 
gious care, by a few Indians. Those 
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among them, whose peculiar office it 
is to keep the fire alive, aspire to the 
title of saints, and voluntarily inflict 
upon themselves, for a certain num- 
ber of years, the most cruel tortures. 
At the expiration of the term, these 
professional pain-bearers are acknow- 
ledged as saints: scarcely ten, howe- 
ver, in a hundred, survive the horrid 
trial. Some remain constantly naked 
and in thé same posture for years to- 
gethey; others continue lying or sit- 
ting in some particularly difficult po- 
sitions; while others again sustain 
upon some part of their body very 
considerable weights. They all con- 
demn themselves to their several pu- 
nishments, until at length the be- 
numbed body, withering or mortify- 
ing, obtains the repose of death, or 
purchases public veneration for the 
sufferer. Should one of these mar- 
tyrs have the good fortune to survive 
his torture, he is removed from the 
stake to, which he had been bound, 
or from the place where he had fixed 
himself, his body become a mere ske- 
leton, light as a feather and stiff as a 
piec@ of wood, is then washed; it is 
afterwards perfumed and supplied 
with the most delicate food; but the 
more injured parts of his frame still 
remain dry and incapable of use. He 
is now proclaimed a saint. 





Jesuits.—A poém has just been 
published against the Jesuits, of 
which the following is a translation of 
the most striking passage. It up- 
braids these holy fathers with giving 
up their ancient fame of converting 
heathen nations for the more comfort- 
able practice of hunting after prefer- 
ment in the French church. 

“No d in burni li they face» 
To save from Satan’s claws asavage race; 
No broken idols now attest their zeal ; 

They teach no fakir at the cross to kneel. 

nce now suffices—tis their Paraguay— 
Their realm of sunny skies, of cloudless day ; 
The land of honey to these sons of Heaven, 
These aints, by hand celestial given. 
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How holy is their joy, how blessed their pride, 
When, measured round a rich cathedral’s side, 
They count the sacred acres far and wide ; 

Or with a broker’s skill compute the stock, 
The funded value of their pious flock.” 





EXTRACTS FRoM THE CABINET OF 
Ancient WIspom. 


In war, steel is better than gold; in 
life wisdom excels wealth. 

Three properties are essentially 
requisite to the attainment of wis- 
dom—nature, learning and experi- 
ence.—Aristolle. 

Nothing can fall out either new or 
unexpected to a wise man, because 
he foresees whatever can happen to 
man.—Antisthenes. 

It is the part of a wise man to pre- 
vent inconvenience ; of a valiant man 
to order it aright when it comes.— 
Piitacus. 

The perfection of man consists in 
foreseeing the future, asmuchas rea- 
son can possibly accomplish. —Chilo. 

He must be a wise man himself, 
who is c1pable of distinguishing one. 
— Xenophanes. 

There is as much difference be- 
tween a wise man and a fool, as be- 
tween a horse that is properly broke 
and one that is not.—4ristippus. 

They who know what they ought 
to do, and do it not, are not wise and 
well constituted, but fools and stupid. 

One part of knowledge consists in 
being ignorant of such things as are 
not worthy to be known.—Crates. 

Folly is the obstruction of know- 
ledge.— Bion. 

A wise man is not governed by the 
laws and ordinances of men, but is 
guided by the rule of virtue. Antis- 
thenes. 

Those who possess virtue, possess 
also nobility. The same. 


The Correspondent is published weekly, at 
$3 per annum, payable in advance. No de- 
parture from this condition can be admitted 
as to Country Subscribers. Communications 
(post paid) to be addressed to the Editor, cor- 
ner of Vesey-street and Broadway. 








